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Teacher: Mr. Bennett


Date: January 2026– June 2026



Welcome to Law Studies 12!  This is an exciting and fast-paced survey course of Canadian law.

You are accountable for your learning – but not alone:
Do make use of the Moodle: Daily summaries will be posted here.
Do ask questions when you do not understand.
Do make use of Wednesday afternoon tutorial.
Do make use of Mr. Bennett outside of class as needed. 
Learn it like you own it! Because you do!
Ensure you are prepared each day – Text, Binder, Pen/Pencil.
Do put your best effort into your Formal Assignments and Tests.
Do short daily readings.
Do complete informal questions and worksheets.
Do complete assignments on time.

Responsibilities

1. Be Courteous. Be Conscientious. Have Integrity. 
2. Cell phones are to be off and out of sight as soon as the bell goes to start class.
3. Headphones and Ear buds out (of both ears).
4. Hats and Hoods off.
5. Food & Drink
a. Eat your breakfast, snacks and lunch before or after class (not during class).
b. Drinks must be in a sealed container that can survive a drop off your desk without leaking.
6. Attend all classes.  A note or phone call is required if you are absent.  You are responsible for all work that is assigned.   It is your responsibility to stay caught up if you miss school.  Check the Moodle each day for what you have missed and lesson materials to download.
7. Arrive to class on time. Late people are one of my biggest pet peeves. 
8. If you are late, knock politely, please wait outside the class (even if the door is open).


You and your parents are encouraged to contact me anytime. 
My contact information is below and on the Moodle.

Mr. Bennett
robennett@sd57.bc.ca
250-962-9271 ext#: 2602










I. Learning and Assessment:

Law Studies 12 assesses student learning across 6 major Learning Objectives (these are further subdivided).

Learning Objectives for Law Studies 12

	Objectives
	Indicators

	1.  Foundation Skills:
Understanding and effectively interacting with the world around us requires core skills.
	
1.1 develop research skills, form opinions, and gain understanding from data and evidence (i.e. analyse primary and secondary sources for reliability, bias, validity and point of view)
1.2 demonstrate historical empathy (putting yourself in someone else's shoes)
1.3 make reasoned ethical judgments about legal systems or codes
1.4 explain cause and consequence in relation to legal systems or codes
1.5 analyze continuities and changes in legal systems



	
2. Development of Law and Civil Rights in Canada
Understanding the origins of Canadian law, how it has changed over time, the mechanism for changing law, and the development of citizen’s rights.
	2.1 Purpose and development of law in Canada
2.2 Impact of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms on Canadian citizens
2.3 Impact of Human Rights on Canadian citizens.


	
3. Principles of Criminal Law:
Understanding what constitutes a crime and criminal processes involved in Canada’s justice system.
	
3.1 Elements of a crime
3.2 Criminal offences
3.2 Common Law, Statute Law, Constitutional Law


	
4. The Court System 
Understanding the role of the courts and other dispute resolution mechanisms in Canada’s Justice System.
	4.1 Criminal Law structures and processes
4.2 Indigenous principles structures and processes


	
5. Correctional System and Sentencing
Understanding the role of the Correctional System and how sentencing under the Criminal Code of Canada is administered.
	5.1 Sentencing Principles
5.2 Indigenous Principles
5.3 Diversion Sentencing
5.4 Correctional institutions and structures

	
6. Principles of Civil Law and Dispute Resolution
Understanding the legal relationships between Canadian citizens.
	6.1 Civil/Family Law structures and processes
6.2 Elements of Torts, types of offences
6.3 How Civil Law disputes are resolved in Canada  





Assessed Assignments
All assessed assignments are mandatory (they must be completed in order to receive credit for Law 12).  Assignments are due at the beginning of the class on the due date (unless otherwise stated).

It is important that assignments are submitted on the due date. The following will apply to assignment submission:

	1. Assignments submitted on the due date
	Opportunity for full marks.
Opportunity to correct assignment and resubmit for reassessment.

	2. Assignments submitted after the due date but before assignment is handed back or answers are discussed in class.
	Opportunity for full marks.
No opportunity to correct assignment and resubmit for reassessment.

	3. Assignments submitted after assignment has been handed back or discussed in class.
	(Answers are now in circulation.  Assignment are no longer considered to be completed independently.)
No opportunity to correct assignment and resubmit for reassessment.



Assignments that are submitted incomplete or with little effort applied will be handed back to the student for completion prior to assessment. Assignments that are submitted incomplete or with little effort will be marked as late when resubmitted. Plagiarism and/or use of AI on any assessments will result in an automatic 0.

Tests
If you are absent on a test day, you will be required to write the test on the first day of your return depending on my lunch time/tutorial availability (tests will not be made up during class time).  You will be given notice of upcoming tests, and you are expected to be prepared.

Daily Work
Daily work is not busy work – it will help provide reinforcement of the daily lesson and provide more information that will help you with your assignments and tests. 
It will be checked on occasion and be one indicator used to assess learning habits. 





















Standards-Based Grading

What is this about? Students work towards mastery in the learning objective that are essential sets of outcomes in Law Studies 12. Traditional assignments and tests are used as assessment tools for students to demonstrate their learning in order provide evidence of progress rather than a direct tally to produce a grade. 

In order to be successful in Law Studies 12, students must demonstrate their learning to a 'Minimally Meeting' level of understanding for each of the Learning Objectives.


	Written Descriptor
	
	Letter Grade
	Percentage
Range
	Comment

	Extending
	4
	A
	95+
	Student demonstrates an independent and sophisticated understanding of the concepts and competencies in context. Student goes beyond what was directly taught by applying concepts, evaluations, and/or skills to similar situations.

	Approaching Advanced
	3.5
	
	86 - 94
	

	Proficient
	3
	B
	73 – 85
	Student’s progress meets the grade standard. Student is able to demonstrate an independent and complete understanding of concepts and competencies in context, while using examples and evidence to fully support their arguments/reasoning.

	Approaching Proficient
	2.5
	C/C+
	65 – 72
	

	Minimally Meeting
	2
	C
	60 – 64
	Student’s progress minimally meets the grade standard. Student demonstrates a basic knowledge of the concepts and competencies that are needed to understand a topic. 

	
	
	C-
	50 – 59
	

	In Progress
	0 -1.5
	I
	0-49
	Student’s progress does not meet the grade standard. Student has not demonstrated more than an initial understanding of concepts and competencies relative to the expected learning.
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UNIT 1 – INTRODUCTION TO LAW   
CHAPTERS 1,2,3


	Development of Canadian Law

	History of Law, Common Law	

	Development of Human Rights, Canada’s Constitution

	Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, limits, rights, remedies

	Canada’s definition of Human Rights, women’s rights, aboriginal rights, other groups

	

	
UNIT 2 – CRIMINAL LAW     
(CHAPTERS 4, 7, 5)


	Nature of Criminal Law and Offences

	Criminal code Offences

	Role of the Police

	

	
UNIT 3 – CRIMINAL TRIALS     
CHAPTERS 6, 8


	Role of the Court

	Trial Procedure

	Defences for Criminal Offences

	

	
UNIT 4 – CORRECTIONS SYSTEM AND YOUTH JUSTICE     
CHAPTERS 9, 10


	Sentencing and the Prison System

	Youth and the Justice System

	

	
UNIT 5 – CIVIL LAW      
CHAPTERS 11, 12


	Crimes vs Torts

	Dispute Resolutions and Procedures

	Civil offences in Canada

	

	
UNIT 6 – MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LAW 
CHAPTERS 13, 14


	Marriage Legal Requirements 

	Divorce

	Division of Property and Support
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