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TRY THIS: Unethical Science
skills Focus: identifying, recording, communicating

Read each of the following scientific research scenarios:

1. Areligious cult created a company whose main goal was to
give life to the first human clone. On December 26, 2002, they
announced that the first cloned human baby had been born.
In May 2004, they announced that there were 23 pregnancies
involving human clones, as well as 13 cloned babies already
living. To date, the company has chosen not to provide the
identities of these babies or any proof or independent
confirmation of their births.

2. ABC Pharmaceuticals provided annual funding to a team of
medical researchers to test a new drug developed for the
treatment of arthritis. After a three-year study, the researchers
submitted the results to the company, accurately reporting
how the patients responded to the treatment. According to
the terms of the contract, the researchers were required to
report only on the effectiveness of the drug. Therefore,
observations of potential side effects were not reported.

3. Two physicists were awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics for
their work in space exploration. A third person, a graduate
student who assisted in the work, was not identified or

recognized in the report that was the basis for awarding
the Nobel Prize.

4. Two scientists conducted research on nuclear fusion and
believed that they had solved the world’s energy crisis.
Because of pressure from the university where they worked
to publish their results, as well as the potential fame from
‘making an important discovery, the scientists made a public
announcement. Other scientists later tried unsuccessfully to
duplicate the experiments.

5. A young biochemistry graduate was hired by a government-
funded medical research company and was invited to present
her proposal for research. After review of her proposal, the
company directed her to discontinue her proposal and
reassigned her to an existing research project. A senior
researcher then assumed the research project that was
proposed by the new employee.

A. For each scenario, dentify the guiding principle(s) that have
been or may have been violated. Briefly explain your answer.
B. Do you think that there may be circumstances when any of

the guiding principles for scientists should not be followed?
Give an example.





