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Unit 5 Intro To Polynomials  
5.1 The Language of Algebra 
 
Algebra – 
 
 
Term –  
 
Ex. 
5  
 
 

  ݔ7
 
 

−3ܾܽ  
 
 

௬
ଶ

  

 
 

 ଷݔ0.7−

 
Polynomial –  
 
Ex. 
ݔ  + 5  
ଶݔ3  − 2  
ݕݔ7  +   ଶݔ
 

Ex. 
ݔ  − ݕ + 1 
ଷݔ2  − ݔ3 + 5 
ݕଶݔ2  + ݔ6 − ݕ

 
Degree of a term – 
 
Ex. For each given term state the degree: 

Term Degree 

  ଶݔ5

  ଶݕݔ4−

ܽଷܾܿଶ  

4  

 
Degree of a polynomial – 
 
Ex. For each given polynomial state the degree: 

Polynomial Degree 

7ܽଷ − 3ܽଶ  

ܾܽସ + 2ܽଷܾଷ  

ݔ3 + ݕݔ4 − 2  

ݔ5 + ݖ − 6  



Practice: pg. 178/ #2, 5 – 15, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24, 26 [Bonus: 27, 28] 

Ex. For each algebraic expression state the number of terms, the expression type & the degree: 
Expression # of terms Expression type Degree 

ܾܽଶ − ܾܽ + 1    

ଶݔ4 + 3    

99    

ଶݔ4− + ݕଷݔ − ଷݕ + 10    

 
We can model expressions with algebra tiles. 
 
        *NOTE: Textbook uses colours for 

positives & white for negatives 
 
 1−    1+         ݔ−         ݔ+               ଶݔ−   ଶݔ+            
 
 
Ex. Model each expression with algebra tiles (sketch): 
 
ݔ3  + ଶݔ2   2 − ݔ − 3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ex. State the expression shown: 
 


