Cottage Industry vs. Factory System Class Activity
Objective: 

This activity is a great hands-on way to illustrate the difference between the old cottage industry of Great Britain and the new factory system that developed during the Industrial Revolution.  Students will “work” to create a notepad that they can actually use and take home.  One group will represent the Factory System, made up of 10 students (If large class, create two (2) groups for Factory System).  The other group will represent the Cottage Industry and will be made up of 2-4 students.   Students will create enough notepads for each student in the class. Both groups will be making the notepads at the same time.  You will need to set up two (2) tables: one for the Factory System and one for the Cottage Industry. 
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Materials for Factory System Group: 
· 50 sheets of paper
· 2 pairs of scissors
· 2 rulers
· 4 writing utensils
· 1 Stapler

Instruction for Factory System Group:

· The Manager starts off by handing a piece of paper to each Measurer.  The Measurer, with a ruler, measures and draws lines dividing the piece of paper into four (4) equal parts.  The Measurer passes the paper to the Cutter.  The Cutter cuts the paper along the lines and passes the paper to the Logo Maker.  The Logo Maker writes a “WH” (World History) on the top center of each piece of paper and passes the paper to the Counter.  The Counter counts 20 sheets, stacks them, and passes them to the Stapler.  The Stapler will straighten the stack and staple it twice at the top edge.  When finished, the Stapler will put the finished product on an empty desk beside them.   
· Once the Manager has finished handing out the paper, they are free to wander around the table helping anyone who may need it.  
· The group has 10 minutes to complete this task.  50 sheets of paper will create exactly 10 notepads with 20 pieces of paper in each notepad.  
· If you have a larger class, I recommend creating two (2) factory system groups and so you would need to double your materials.  If you go this route, you can make it a competition between the two “factories.”
· Quantity and quality control are the goals for this group. 
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Materials for Cottage Industry Group:

· 5 Sheets of paper per person
· 1 pair of scissors per person
· 1 ruler per person
· 1 writing utensil per person
· 1 Stapler (they can all share)

Instructions for Cottage Industry Group:

· Each person receives 5 pieces of paper that they are then to cut into 4 equal parts (giving them 20 total), write logos on each piece of paper, stack, and then staple.  They have the full 10 minutes to create a perfect notepad.  Quality is the goal for this group.


Discussion and Reflection Questions:

· What were the pros and cons of each group (discuss as a class)?
· In what ways could the system be improved? 
· Did the groups deviate from the instructions and if so, how?
