Three Approaches to Social Issues 
1. Pre-activity: Predictions

a. There are three approaches to tackling social issues. Before we find out precisely how each approach is defined, come up with your own definitions for each approach.

	1. Social Responsibility
	2. Social Service
	3. Social Justice



b. Share out some predictions.
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2. Reviewing the Three Approaches
Read the descriptions of each approach and fill out the corresponding chart. 

	APPROACH 1: Social Responsibility

	Social responsibility is about encouraging citizens to become responsible and caring citizens. This involves increasing our knowledge and understanding of social issues and of the society in which we live. It requires us to learn about how other people are impacted by the issue and our own relationship to it. That is, one needs to be willing to reflect on their own actions and the impacts their action or inaction may have on others. It also includes learning what can be done to address the issue and help those who are impacted. Further, one needs to be willing to critically look at their society and to engage in complex discussions about controversial issues.

This also includes sharing information about the issue with others and raising awareness in your community. 

	APPROACH 2: Social Service

	Social service is something that is done to address the immediate needs of people who are impacted by a social issue. It can look like donating or raising money for a cause or an event. When we carry out social service, we are doing this in an altruistic manner, not expecting any personal return. It is an attempt to deal with immediate survival needs and to try to provide shelter, food, clothing, medical care, etc., to people who need them. 

For example, many people may donate to food banks to help families who do not have enough to eat. While social services such as food banks provide food for those who are hungry, this service, in itself, does not inherently deal with the root causes of hunger, nor does it eliminate the need for food banks. When we carry out charitable events in schools to raise money for others in our communities or in other countries, we are trying to help people to survive. We are not dealing with the underlying issues of inequity and its consequences.

Social Services are a “Band-Aid Solution,” meaning that while the address the immediate symptoms of issue, they do not address the root causes of the issue.


	APPROACH 3: Social Justice

	Social justice involves righting injustices and addressing the root causes of social issues. It means taking actions that ensure systemic change will occur. It is about making decisions that are responsible and living conscientiously on a daily basis. It is ensuring everyone in a community is treated equitably and has access to the recourse they need to ensure their survival and dignity. For example, when people receive a living wage, versus minimum wage or no wage at all, they no longer need to rely on food banks and other social services to meet their needs. They also gain the ability to make choices and participate in their community on a variety of social and political levels and have agency in their lives and communities. Social justice is not about allowing an elite group to have power over another group of people or over a community or country. It is not about imposing one set of values on others, but it is about working side by side with others to create change.

If Social Services are “band-aid” solutions, Social Justice approaches work to find a cure.
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Summaries of three approaches to help tackle social issues

	Approach 1: Social Responsibility

Using the approach description above, outline 3 of the most important elements of this approach.

1.



2.



3.




Create a symbol that you think will help your peers understand Social Responsibility.








Approach 2: Social Service

Using the approach description sheet, outline 3 of the most important elements of this approach.

1.



2.



3.




Create a symbol that you think will help your peers understand Social Service.







Approach 3: Social Justice

Using the approach description sheet, outline 3 of the most important elements of this approach.

1.



2.



3.




Create a symbol that you think will help your peers understand Social Justice.



3. Discussion

Using the three social issues below, think of an example for each approach. Examples are provided for the first issue.

	Social Issue
	Social Responsibility
	Social Service
	Social Justice

	Low voter turnout
	· Educate oneself on the reasons people do not turn up to vote.
· Raise awareness about the importance of
voting.
	· Provide rides for people who may need help getting to polling stations.
	· Lower the voting age to 16.
· Overhaul government structure from first-past-the-post to another system.

	Children lacking adequate food and going hungry
	
	
	

	Elderly people becoming homeless
	
	
	

	Student loan debt
	
	
	

	Lack of affordable housing
	
	
	




4. Brainstorm some thoughts that you have about the following questions. Be prepared to share in a small group. 

a. What flaws/gaps exist with each approach?












b. Can any negative consequences result from using any of these approaches?














c. Is it possible to utilize only one of these approaches, or are they all necessary?
