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	Term
	Definition
	Example Sentence

	binary (adjective)
	relating to, composed of, or involving two things
	In Western culture, gender is often seen as a binary concept.

	complement (verb)
	to complete or enhance something by providing what is lacking or needed
	Gender roles in society are often seen as complementary to each other.

	stratification (noun)
	the division of society into different social classes or levels based on factors such as wealth, status, or power
	Gender stratification refers to the unequal distribution of resources, opportunities, and privileges based on gender.

	intersectionality (noun)
	the interconnected nature of social categorizations such as race, class, and gender, which create overlapping systems of discrimination or disadvantage
	Intersectionality recognizes that individuals may experience multiple forms of oppression or privilege based on their intersecting identities.

	inclusive (adjective)
	including or covering all people or things; not excluding any particular group or individual
	An inclusive society values diversity and ensures equal opportunities for everyone.



	Theories of Gender: Crash Course Sociology #33

	Gender is a complex and important concept that varies across cultures. In Western culture, we often see gender as a binary, with masculinity and femininity being opposites. However, other cultures recognize more than two genders or view gender as fluid. For example, many Native American and First Nation peoples recognize a third gender called Two Spirit. Despite these cultural differences, gender is universally significant in society.

To understand why gender exists, we can look at three theories in sociology: structural functional theory, symbolic interaction theory, and social conflict theory. Structural functionalism suggests that gender organizes society into distinct roles that complement each other. This theory originated from the idea that men are providers and women take care of the home. However, recent research shows that women also played significant roles in providing food for hunter-gatherer societies.

Another theory by Talcott Parsons suggests that boys and girls are taught different qualities that complement each other. Boys are taught to be confident and competitive, while girls are taught to be empathetic and sensitive. However, this theory is not as popular today because it assumes only two genders and a specific type of family structure.

The symbolic interaction approach focuses on how gender is expressed through appearance, behavior, and interactions. Clothes, hairstyles, and makeup can communicate gender to others. Gender roles, which are societal expectations for how men and women should think and behave, also play a role. However, this approach may overlook larger patterns of gender inequality.

Women face disadvantages in society, both obvious and less obvious. Society values rationality over emotion, leading to stereotypes that men are better suited for leadership positions. Intersectionality is important in understanding how race, class, gender, and other identities intersect to create different levels of disadvantage. Feminism, a movement for social equality, aims to eliminate gender stratification and promote sexual freedom.

Different forms of feminism exist, such as liberal feminism, socialist feminism, and radical feminism. Each has its own perspective on achieving gender equality. Just like in sociology, where different theories offer different perspectives on gender, there are various ways to fight for gender equality.

In conclusion, gender is a complex and significant aspect of our lives. It varies across cultures and is influenced by different sociological theories. Understanding gender and working towards equality is crucial for creating a fair and inclusive society.



	Reading Summary

	- Gender is a complex concept that varies across cultures.
- In Western culture, gender is often seen as a binary with masculinity and femininity.
- Other cultures recognize more than two genders or view gender as fluid.
- Structural functional theory suggests that gender organizes society into distinct roles and that boys and girls are taught different qualities that complement each other.
- The symbolic interaction approach focuses on how gender is expressed through appearance and behavior.
- Women face disadvantages in society, such as stereotypes and gender inequality.
- Intersectionality helps understand how different identities intersect to create disadvantage.
- Feminism aims to eliminate gender stratification and promote equality.
- Different forms of feminism exist, each with its own perspective on achieving gender equality.








Short Answer Questions
	Question #1
	What is one example of a culture that recognizes more than two genders?

	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Question #2
	According to structural functional theory, how does gender organize society?

	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Question #3
	What is the goal of feminism? 

	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Open Ended Questions
	Question #1
	This video describes patriarchy as “a form of social organization in which men have more power and dominate other genders.” Do you think our society is an example of a patriarchy? Why or why not?

	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Question #2
	Think about the cultural differences mentioned in the text regarding gender. Can you identify any examples of different gender norms or roles in your own community or culture? How do these differences affect individuals and society?

	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Question #3
	Consider the theories discussed in the video and text about why gender exists. Do you agree with any of these theories? Choose one theory and explain why or why not.

	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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