Life Sciences 11
Dichotomous Keys

Learning Outcomes:
· I can use a dichotomous key to identify an organism.
· I can construct a tree form or line form dichotomous key.

· used to identify different things based on their characteristics
· Rules:
1. divisions should be as close to half as possible
2. use a characteristic, not a behaviour
3. pick only one characteristic – yes/no answer
4. do not use subjective terms (short, tall, many, few, etc.)

Example:	Pick 8 students to come to the front of the class – 4 boys and 4 girls.  Make sure that at least 2 boys and 2 girls have the same hair colour.  Have the class identify characteristics that can be used to classify the students into smaller groups (ie: hair colour).  Write out these characteristics on the chalk board – use them to construct both a tree form and a line form dichotomous key.

Tree Form Dichotomous Keys
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Line Form Dichotomous Key

1a.	________________________________________________________	go to line 2
1b.	________________________________________________________	go to line 5

2a.	________________________________________________________	go to line 3
2b.	________________________________________________________	go to line 4

3a.	________________________________________________________	___________________
3b.	________________________________________________________	___________________

4a.	________________________________________________________	___________________
4b.	________________________________________________________	___________________

5a.	________________________________________________________	go to line 6
5b.	________________________________________________________	go to line 7

6a.	________________________________________________________	___________________
6b.	________________________________________________________	___________________

7a.	________________________________________________________	___________________
7b.	________________________________________________________	___________________
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