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Child Labour Source Analysis 

You will need to read the sources listed below (each marked by a letter) and use the information 

within to answer the questions at the end of the booklet. You can circle, underline, and highlight 

important info. 

Source A: Children use a Power Loom  Source B: Children push a Coal Cart 

Source C: Why Children had to Work 

 

Source D: Chimney Sweeps 
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Source E: Working Conditions 

 

Source F: Accidents 

 

Source G: 1833 Factory Act 

In 1833, the British government passed the following laws to stop the dangerous working 

conditions for children.  

• No child workers under 9 years of age, 

• Employers must have an age certificate for child workers,  

• Children 9-13 years old can’t work more than 9 hours a day, 

• Children 13-18 years old can’t work more than 12 hours a day, 

• Children are not to work at night, 

• 2 hours schooling each day for children, 

• 4 factory inspectors appointed to enforce the law.  
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Source H: The Huskar Pit Disaster 

Huskar Pit was a coal mine in the village of Silkstone Common, near Barnsley. On 4 July 1838 a 

terrible disaster occurred. The day started hot, bright and sunny but from about 2pm a violent 

storm raged. Heavy rain fell and nearby streams began to flood. 

The rain put out the boiler fire of the steam-powered winding engine so workers underground 

could not be lifted out of the pit. This meant that just over 40 children, aged between 7 and 17 

years old, along with some of the men, were trapped underground. A message was sent for the 

miners to make their way to the pit bottom, and wait for the boiler to be re-lit, to allow them to 

be lifted out. 

Those working underground were unsure about what was happening. Some thought there was a 

fire underground or on the pit top. Some people mistook a clap of thunder for an explosion. By 

this time the children had spent nine hours in darkness and they were desperate to leave. 

Fearing for their lives, the children panicked. They ignored advice to stay where they were and 

attempted to reach the surface by walking out along the drift in Nabbs Wood. (A drift is a sloping 

tunnel leading to the surface; sometimes called a 'day hole'). As the terrified children tried to 

make their way to safety, a stream swollen by the heavy rain overflowed into the drift.  

The children were washed off their feet and down to the ventilation door through which they had 

just passed. The water rose and 26 children drowned. The majority of those who died were under 

twelve years old. Fourteen children managed to fight their way through the water and survived. 

The inquest into the disaster was held at the Red Lion Inn, Silkstone by the Sheffield Coroner, 

Mr Badger. After hearing all of the evidence and the accounts of the survivors, the jury returned 

a verdict of ‘accidental death’. 
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Questions (Answer on a separate piece of paper and hand that paper in when finished):  

1. Using Sources A, B, and D, explain what potential dangers are present in that line of 

work.  

 

2. Using Source C, explain why children had to work in these times and what types of 

children worked more than others.  

 

 

3. Using Sources E and F, explain the types of dangers that were present for child workers.  

 

4. Using Source G, explain how the Factory Act of 1833 tried to help child workers.  

 

 

5. What are 3 ways that you would add to the Factory Act to better protect child workers? 

 

6. Using Source H, explain how the Huskar Pit Disaster could have been avoided.  

 

 

7. In paragraph form, use at least 3 different sources to rank how dangerous the following 

professions were for children: Factory Worker, Coal Miner, Chimney Sweep.  


