Battle of Guadalcanal

Belligerents: United States of America and Japan
When: 7th August 1942 – 9 February 1943
Where: This Island of Guadalcanal. Part of the Southern Solomon Islands. Northwest of Australia.
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Why: 
Japan – Building an airstrip on the island to control the region from the air. Holding the island would allow Japan to disrupt shipping lanes between North America and Australia. Cut Australia off from resources - effectively keeping Australia from being able to go on the offensive during the war. Air traffic to and from North America would be cut off.  Sets Australia up for invasion.

United States – Japan continued to advance in the South Pacific. Taking Guadalcanal would halt the Japanese advance toward Australia. Victory would keep supply line to and from Australia open to the Americans. 
Who won? Why?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Americans won. Landed a significant force on the island. Captured and held Japanese airfield despite multiple attacks and bombings. They were able to get significant reinforcements and set up a strong defence.  Attacked when Japanese became disorganized.
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Japanese lost due to: 
Continually on offensive – exhausted their soldiers.
Geography - Jungle terrain and the climate - hot temperatures and humidity adversely affected soldiers and equipment. Terrain hampered communications leading to often unorganized attacks. 

Significance of Outcome:
 First American land offensive against Japan. 
Caught the Japanese off guard. 
First American Victory on land against Japanese. 
Americans control airspace and shipping lanes to Australia. 
Japanese expansion in the South Pacific stopped. 

Lessons Learned:
Battle showed the importance of proper supply lines (food, ammunition) and medicine. 
Fighting in the tropics caused disease unfamiliar to the United States.
	Japan – Approx. 14000 battle casualties, 9000 casualties due to disease and starvation
	United States - Thousands disabled by illness i.e. Malaria
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Plate 2. Obligne aerial vien; looking east-noribeast, of Henderson Airfild Guadaleanal, October 1942. Note the

numerons US airfore fighter planes at base and the naval vesselin the nearshore areas of Iron Bottons Sonnd (in the

background). Photo reproduced with the kind courtesy Solamon Islands Visitors Burean, Ministry of Tourism, Honiara.





