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                    1945 Sources
Source A: James Byrne, US Secretary of State, speaking in 1945. Any weapon that would bring an end to the war and save a million casualties among American boys was justified, and we were talking about people who hadn’t hesitated at Pearl Harbor to make a sneak attack destroying not only ships but the lives of many American sailors.  I would have been satisfied had the Russians determined not to enter the war against Japan.  I believed the A-bomb would be successful and would force the Japanese to accept surrender on our terms.  I feared what would happen when the Red Army entered Manchuria. 










Source C:  an extract from Sanity –the voice of CND (the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament), 1985. 
The Japanese were on the verge of surrender.  General Groves, the engineer director of the atom bomb project was desperate to try the bomb.  The military equipment was available and had been developed at a cost of $2,000 million. It would have been difficult to justify not using it after such a vast financial investment.  Truman was very impressed with what he heard and believed the bomb should be used.  For some reason the scientists failed to mention the long-term dangers of radiation. 









Source B: An extract from The Roots of European Security by the Russian historian Vadim Nekrasov, 1984. - Officially the Americans claimed that the bombings on Hiroshima and Nagasaki was aimed at bringing the end of the war nearer and avoiding unnecessary bloodshed and casualties.  But they had entirely different objectives. The purpose of the bombings was to intimidate other countries, above all the Soviet Union.  
















Source I: American scientist advising the government, June 1945 - A demonstration of the bomb might best be made on the desert or on a barren island.  Japan could then be asked to surrender. 





Source J: Henry Stimson, American Secretary for War, writing in 1945. - A demonstration in an uninhabited area was not regarded as likely to make Japan surrender.  There was the danger of the test being a dud.  Also we had no bombs to waste. 






Source I: Letter written by former President  Harry Truman
August 5, 1963 
Dear Kup: 
I appreciated most highly your column of July 30th, a copy of which you sent me. I have been rather careful not to comment on the articles that have been written on the dropping of the bomb for the simple reason that the dropping of the bomb was completely and thoroughly explained in my Memoirs, and it was done to save 125,000 youngsters on the American side and 125,000 on the Japanese side from getting killed and that is what it did. It probably also saved a half million youngsters on both sides from being maimed for life. 
You must always remember that people forget, as you said in your column, that 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor was done while we were at peace with Japan and 
trying our best to negotiate a treaty with them.
All you have to do is to go out and stand on the keel of the Battleship in Pearl Harbor with the 3,000 youngsters underneath it who had no chance whatever of saving their lives. That is true of two or three other battleships that were sunk in Pearl Harbor. Altogether, there were between 3,000 and 6,000 youngsters killed at that time without any declaration of war. It was plain murder. 
I knew what I was doing when I stopped the war that would have killed a half million youngsters on both sides if those bombs had not been dropped. I have no regrets and, under the same circumstances, I would do it again - and this letter is not confidential. 
Sincerely yours, 
Harry Truman 



Source E: An extract from The Collins Encyclopaedia of Military History, 1993. 
No one knows how long a fanatical Japan could have continued the war if the bombs had not been dropped.  It is clear that these weapons combined with Soviet entry into the war, convinced the Japanese Emperor and Government that further resistance was hopeless. 














Source F: An extract from President Truman’s memoirs, 1958. 
All of us realised that the fighting would be fierce and the looses heavy.  General Marshall told me it might cost half a million American lives. 











Source H: Saburo Hiyashi, Secretary to the Japanese war cabinet in 1945 speaking in 1974. - At that time the army felt it would be a great shame to surrender.  The A-bomb sacrificed many people other than military men.  This provided us with an excuse – to stop the war to save innocent civilians.  If the A-bomb had not been dropped we would have had great difficulty finding a good reason to end the war. 

















Source G: An Allied prisoner of war in Japan speaking after the war – from The Emperor’s Guest, by Fletcher Cooke, 1972. - There is no doubt in my mind that these atomic bombs saved many more lives than the tens of thousands that they had killed. They saved the lives of tens of thousands of Japanese – for, let there be no mistake, if the Emperor had decided to fight on, the Japanese would have fought to the last man. 


















Source K: Thomas Havens, Valley of Darkness. the Japanese People in World War II, 1978. - When they do invade we must be ready to settle the war by drawing on our Japanese spirit and killing them. Even killing just one American will do. You must be prepared to use the awls for self-defence. You must aim for the enemy's abdomen. Understand? The abdomen! If you don't kill at least one enemy soldier, you don't deserve to live. 
Source J: Harry Stimson, US Secretary for War in 1945, from Harper's Magazine 1947. - The total strength of the Japanese army was estimated at about 5 million men...The Air Force Kamikaze, or suicide attacks...had already inflicted serious damage on our seagoing forces...There was a very strong possibility that the Japanese government might decide upon resistance to the end...The allies would have been faced with the enormous task of destroying an armed force of five million men an five thousand suicide aircraft...We estimated that if we were forced to carry this plan to its conclusion, the major fighting would not end until the latter part of 1946 at the earliest. I was informed that such operations might be expected to cost over a million casualties to American forces alone.







Source L: Laurens van der Post, Night of the New Moon, 1970. - For me, selfish as it may sound, there was the certain knowledge that if the bomb had not been dropped...Field-Marshal Terauchi would have fought on and hundreds of thousands of prisoners in his power would have been killed. Even if we had not been deliberately massacred, we were near our physical end through lack of  food. 





Source O: Saburo Hayashi, secretary to the Japanese War Minister in 1945, interview, 1963. - We were prepared to stage the decisive battle on the Japanese mainland...We thought we would be able to defeat the Americans on their first landing attempt. but if the Americans launched a second or third attack, first of all our food supply would run out. We didn't have a sufficient amount of weapons, nor could we have made more. Therefore if the Americans chose to come without haste the Japanese forces would have eventually had their arms up without the Americans resorting to atomic bombs.


Source M: James Bynes, US Secretary of State, interview, 1965. - Any weapon that would bring an end to the war and save a million lives was justified...it was our duty to bring the war to a an end at the earliest possible moment.




Source N: Admiral William Leahy, I Was There, 1950. - The use of this barbarous Weapon at Hiroshima and Nagasaki was of no material assistance in our war against Japan. The Japanese were already defeated and were ready to surrender because of the effective sea blockade and the successful bombing with conventional weapons.











Source P: American History Textbook, American Vision, pg. 615.
Even before the bomb was tested, American officials began to debate how to use it. Admiral William Leahy, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, opposed
using the bomb because it killed civilians indiscriminately. He believed that an
economic blockade and conventional bombing would convince Japan to
surrender. Secretary of War Henry Stimson wanted to warn the Japanese about the
bomb while at the same time telling them that they could keep the emperor if they
surrendered. Secretary of State James Byrnes, however, wanted to drop the
bomb without any warning to shock Japan into surrendering. President Truman later wrote that he “regarded the bomb as a military weapon and never had any doubts that it should be used.” His advisers had
warned him to expect massive casualties if the United States invaded Japan.
Truman believed it was his duty as president to use every weapon available to
save American lives.


Source S: Yoshitaka Kawamoto was thirteen years old. He was in the classroom at
Zakoba-cho, 0.8 kilometers away from the hypocenter. He is now working as the
director of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, telling visitors from all over
the world what the atomic bomb did to the people of Hiroshima. - One of my classmates, I think his name is Fujimoto, he muttered something and pointed outside the window, saying, "A B-29 is coming." He pointed outside with his finger. So I began to get up from my chair and asked him, "Where is it?" Looking in the direction that he was pointing towards, I got up on my feet, but I was not yet in an upright position when it happened. All I can remember was a pale lightening flash for two or three seconds. Then, I collapsed. I don’t know much time passed before I came to. It was awful, awful. The smoke was coming in from somewhere above the debris. Sandy dust was flying around. . .
I crawled over the debris, trying to find someone who were still alive. Then, I found one of my classmates lying alive. I held him up in my arms. It is hard to tell, his skull was cracked open, his flesh was dangling out from his head. He had
only one eye left, and it was looking right at me. . . . he told me to go away. I, so, was running, hands were trying to grab my ankles, they were asking me to take them along. I was only a child then. And I was horrified at so many hands
trying to grab me. I was in pain, too. So all I could do was to get rid of them, it s terrible to say, but I kicked their hands away. I still feel bad about that. I went to Miyuki Bridge to get some water. At the river bank, I saw so many people
collapsed there. . . I was small, so I pushed on the river along the small steps. The water was dead people. I had to push the bodies aside to drink the muddy water. We didn't know anything about radioactivity that time. I stood up in the
water and so many bodies were floating away along the stream.


















Source Q: Paul Fussell, a World War II Soldier, Thank God for the Atom Bomb,
1990. - Thank God for the Atomic Bomb
My division, like most of the ones transferred from Europe was going to take part in the invasion at Honshu (an island of Japan). The people who preferred invasion to A-bombing seemed to have no intention of proceeding to the Japanese front themselves. I have already noted what a few more days would mean to the luckless troops and sailors on the spot…. On Okinawa, only a few weeks before Hiroshima, 123,000 Japanese and Americans killed each other. War is immoral. War is cruel.









Source R: James Byrnes was one of Truman's advisors on the atomic bomb. In addition to defeating Japan, he wanted to keep the Soviet Union from expanding its influence in Asia and to limit its influence in Europe. Manhattan Project
scientist Leo Szilard met with Byrnes on May 28, 1945. Leo Szilard wrote about his meeting with Byrnes in 1980.
 “[Byrnes] was concerned about Russia's postwar behavior. Russian troops had moved into Hungary and Romania, and Byrnes thought it would be very difficult to persuade Russia to withdraw her troops from these countries, that Russia might be more manageable if impressed by American military might, and that a
demonstration of the bomb might impress Russia.”











Summarized Opinions of various influential Americans involved in the war effort or the Manhattan project.
George C. Marshall, Army Chief of Staff
	He long advocated a plan to force the Japanese to surrender. Diplomacy has produced results but not to the extent of ending the war. Using the atomic bomb is one way to force an “unconditional surrender.” If the President believes that this is the best way to end the war, then you support the use of the bomb.

Arthur Holly Compton, physicist and scientific advisor to President Truman
	You believe that the atomic bomb can be used for military purposes. A demonstration cannot be made to work; however, you have sympathy for the views of Leo Szilard. You believe that he raises good questions that must be addressed.

Leslie R. Groves, Commanding General of the Manhattan Project
	In order to defeat Japan, we must use the bomb. The sudden shock and surprise of the bomb will force Japan to surrender. Furthermore, as director of the atomic bomb building project, he wanted to see the weapon used. It was one of the most expensive projects in military history, and you want to make sure that the atomic bomb makes a contribution to the war.


James Franck, physicist
	The head of a committee of scientists protesting the use of the atomic bomb as a military weapon. The development of nuclear power is dangerous. A demonstration should take place to show the nations of the world the power that the U.S. has harnessed. Also, an international agreement should follow the demonstration so that an arms race does not develop. The last thing we need is a world filled with thousands of atomic bombs.

J. Robert Oppenheimer, Director of the Manhattan Project’s Research Laboratory
	As the chief scientist on the production of the atomic bomb, he believed that it has important military uses. A demonstration of the bomb would not be enough to cause Japan to surrender. By using the bomb, you hope to avoid a costly invasion of the Japanese mainland island.

William D. Leahy, Chief of Staff to the President and Fleet Admiral
	It was his opinion that the atomic bomb is of no military use because the Japanese are already defeated and ready to surrender. If the U.S. becomes the first to use the weapon then we will have adopted the ethical standard of barbarians. Atomic weapons are similar to poison gas – both are barbaric.

Dr. Vannevar Bush, Director of the Office of Scientific Research and Development
	Initial thoughts were that a demonstration should take place either on enemy territory or in the U.S. However, when considering the current situation, he believed that the atomic bomb will create a powerful psychological shock to the people of Japan, such that they will want to surrender immediately.

James F. Byrnes, Secretary of State 
 	Favored the immediate use of the atomic bomb. A warning would not be wise because it may give time for the Japanese to move American prisoners of war to the target site. Also, an air dropped atomic bomb has never been tested. If we announce a test and then the test fails, we would look foolish to the Japanese, and it might encourage them to continue their fighting.

Dwight D. Eisenhower, General of the U.S. Army
	It was his understanding that Japan is already defeated, thus an atomic attack is completely unnecessary. Furthermore, the U.S. should not shock the world with such a weapon.  A surprise use of the bomb would damage the respect that we have built up in the world community.

James B. Conant, Chairman of the National Defense Research Committee
	At first, Conant advocated a demonstration strike, but as eventually came out in support for a real-world use of the bomb. A city with many war factories should be the target. However, he believed that caution should be used with such a weapon. The atomic bomb is so dangerous that international control should be placed on the technology. No one country should have a monopoly on its use.

Ralph Bard, Under Secretary of the Navy
	As a member of the Interim Committee commissioned by President Truman to decide how to use the bomb, he has been highly involved in the discussions. He feels that Japan may be searching for an opportunity to end the war. This possibility should be given a chance.  Furthermore, he thinks that a warning should be given before the bomb is dropped. A two to three day warning would demonstrate that the United States is a humanitarian nation.

Leo Szilard, physicist
	Szilard originally persuaded President Roosevelt to approve a plan to develop an atomic bomb.  But your original intention was to create an A-bomb before Germany did. Because of the Holocaust, it was necessary to use such a destructive weapon. After Germany was defeated on May 8, 1945, there was no need to use the atomic bomb. In addition, the use of such a weapon could lead to a proliferation of similar weapons that would threaten future generations. To use it now would be an international crime.

Henry Arnold, Commanding General, U.S. Army Air Force
	The current bombing campaign against Japan has brought the country just about to its knees. The atomic bomb will not push the Japanese to surrender any faster than the thousands of regular bombs that we are dropping on them daily.

Edward Teller, Manhattan Project physicist
	The atomic bomb is an astounding achievement of American science. Its potential, as a tool of power, should not be restrained. It gives the U.S. the advantage over every other country.  We should not be afraid to use it. Nor should we stop with production. An arsenal of nuclear weapons will ensure a long and stable peace.

Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War 
	Has  been involved in the program to develop the atomic bomb for a number of years now. It is his opinion that the atomic bomb should be used to make a profound psychological impact on the Japanese people. If the bomb can speed up the end of the war then it should be used. A city with many war factories should be bombed, but not the capital.






Hiroshima and Nagasaki Casualties
TABLE A: Estimates of Casualties
			Hiroshima	Nagasaki
Pre-raid population 	255,000 	195,000
Dead 			66,000 		39,000
Injured			69,000 		25,000
Total Casualties 	135,000 	64,000



TABLE B: Cause of Immediate Deaths

Hiroshima
Cause of Death Percent of Total
Burns 60%
Falling debris 30
Other 10

Nagasaki
[image: ]Cause of Death Percent of Total
Burns 95%
Falling debris 9
Flying glass 7
Other 7

































Source: Robert Oppenheimer, Head Physicist for the Manhattan Project,  June 16, 1945.
image1.jpeg




image2.emf

