
French Revolution

Society



Importance

• Helped spread democratic ideas

• Shows the cycle of a revolution

– Moderate beginning

– Radical period

– Reaction leading to more control



3 Estates

• Society has rigid class 
structure (3 Estates)

• First Estate – Clergy
– Rich and Powerful

• Had many financial privileges

• tax breaks



• Second Estate – King & Nobility
– Many privileges

• Few taxes, no military service, corvee (unpaid labour 
owed by vassals to their feudal lord). 



• Third Estate – Everybody Else
– No privileges

– Heavily taxed

– A middle class was emerging in cities
• Called Bourgeoisie – doctors - bankers – businessmen
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